
 
Town of Mendon 

Public Information Session    June 10, 2020 

 

AT&T / FirstNet Telecommunications Facility CVMENDON, LLC 
 

Members of Selectboard present:  Richard Wilcox, Geoff Wells, Scott Bradley 

Members of Planning Commission present:  Teri Corsones, Phil Douglas, Fred Bagley, Gary 

Sihler, Justin Lindholm 

Members of the Zoning Board of Adjustment present:  Jack Kennelly, Mike Curran, Andy Zak, 

Harvey Zara, Teri Corsones 

Town Officers and employees present: Sara Tully, Town Administrator & Nancy Gondella, 

Town Clerk & Treasurer 

 

In accordance with the Town of Mendon Telecommunication Bylaws, Jack Kennelly, Chair of 

the Zoning Board of Adjustment acted as the meeting facilitator.  The meeting started at 6 PM 

with J. Kennelly welcoming the public for attending and laying out the format for the evening.  

AT&T will be presenting a Powerpoint presentation and there will be opportunity for public 

question at the conclusion of each section.  The public can ask questions at that time by 

unmuting themselves by hitting *67 if participating via telephone or by hitting the unmute button 

if participating via computer/smartphone.  Questions and comments can also be submitted by 

typing them in the chat section of the meeting.  Everyone will have an opportunity to talk or 

submit questions in these various ways. 

 

AT&T’s presentation is attached as Exhibit 1 and can be found online at 

https://drmpllc.sharefile.com/share/view/se4cc2377366445fb  

Presenting: William J. Dodge, Jennille Smith, David Archambault, Sohail Usmani 

 

A recording of the meeting will be posted on the Town of Mendon website at 

www.mendonvt.org. 

 

 

Summary of Testimony: A T & T Public Informational Hearing on June 10, 2020 

 

1. The application is based on the premise that cell service is lacking in parts of Mendon, 

and that First Responders may lack the ability to timely respond to emergency calls as a 

result.  Mendon residents participating in the hearing disagree strongly with the premise. 

They have not experienced a problem with cell service in their homes or businesses in 

Mendon, nor while making cell calls throughout Mendon. Sara Tully has been the 911 

Coordinator in Mendon for the last 20 years, including during Hurricane Irene and during 

https://drmpllc.sharefile.com/share/view/se4cc2377366445fb


 
the COVID-19 pandemic.  She has never had a single Mendon resident indicate that there 

were any cell service issues calling 911. She has never had a First Responder indicate that 

there is a cell service coverage issue receiving or responding to 911 calls.  

2. The application is based on the premise that cell service in Mendon and Chittenden will 

be greatly enhanced with the proposed tower. It is undisputed that cell service is lacking 

in many parts of Chittenden. It appears that only a small part of Chittenden will have 

improved cell service with the proposed tower location in Mendon. It appears that by 

contrast many parts of Chittenden would have improved cell service if the tower was 

located on Sangamon Hill in Pittsford.   

3. The proposed access road is approximately 2400’ in length. It has grades as steep as 

26.75 degrees. Switchbacks would help prevent erosion at such steep grades. The tower 

components are 30’ in length. It would not be possible to transport tower components of 

that length over a road with a typical switchback design.  

4. The road at present is not used during the winter months. If the tower is located in the 

proposed location, it will be necessary to maintain the road in the winter months. This 

will enable animal predators to access the tower location during the winter months. There 

are two significant deer yards in the vicinity of the proposed tower location. The deer 

yards will be severely adversely impacted by the tower compound in the proposed 

location. 

5. AT & T indicated that “there are a lot of locations in Mendon that can’t see the tower.” In 

order to derive cell service benefit from the tower, one has to be able to see the tower.  

6. AT & T indicated that it is “very likely that other carriers will want to come” to the 

tower. The tower can accommodate up to four levels of cans. Each level of cans is 

located 10’ apart. The simulation only depicted one row of cans.  

7. AT & T indicated that it did not measure the actual wind speeds during the balloon test 

on April 25. AT & T therefore could not verify what wind speeds were at any one time 

during the balloon tests. Balloon tests are not permitted at wind speeds in excess of 5 

mph. 

8. AT & T indicated that the balloon was not visible from the Town of Mendon sign on 

Route 4. Persons present at the time could clearly see the balloon from that location. 

Balloon test results were inconsistent at a number of other locations in Mendon.  

9. The Mendon Town Plan contains many references to the desire to preserve “the beauty of 

the Town and its landscape,” and to protect Mendon’s “striking landscape”, “rural 

character and scenic beauty”, viewshed”, “natural scenic and rural appearance”,  and the 

”aesthetic character of Mendon’s natural areas, ridgelines and environment”. 

Significantly, the Mendon Town Plan notes that “the ridgelines present striking visual 

features and are a significant feature of what Mendon residents consider to be the Town’s 

unique landscape.”  The proposed tower location is in a ridgeline area. A 140’ tall 



 
telecommunications tower is typically not part of a rural, natural or scenic atmosphere or 

area. 

10. The Town of Mendon Zoning Bylaw for the Regulation of Wireless Telecommunications 

Facilities (Mendon Telecommunications Bylaws) permit wireless telecommunications 

towers in three different Mendon zoning districts: the Commercial District; the East 

District; and the Village District. The proposed tower location is in the Wheelerville 

District. The Mendon Telecommunications Bylaws do not permit wireless 

telecommunications towers in the Wheelerville District.  

11. Structures in the Wheelerville District are defined in the Mendon Zoning Bylaws as 

anything greater than 6’ in height. Structures are to be reasonably screened by vegetation 

from any public road. Even if telecommunications towers were permitted in the 

Wheelerville District, the proposed tower will not be screened by vegetation from a 

number of public roads in Mendon.  

12. Structures in the Wheelerville District “shall be minimally visible from public roads and 

properties”, “not stand in contrast to surrounding landscape patterns and features or serve 

as a visual point from public roads or valleys”, be “designed so that the height of any 

structure does not visually exceed the height of the adjacent tree  canopy serving as the 

visual backdrop of the structure”, “shall minimally disturb connected wildlife habitat 

areas”, and “shall protect the visual features of the ridgeline” in the Mendon Zoning 

Bylaws. Even if telecommunications towers were permitted in the Wheelerville District, 

the proposed tower would be in violation of the aforesaid requirements. 

13. Even if a telecommunications tower were permitted in the Wheelerville District, the 

Mendon Telecommunications Bylaws specifically provide: “No tower may be erected 

which protrudes by more than twenty (20) feet above the average height of the 

surrounding trees.”  

14. The proposed tower is 140’ tall. The average height of trees in the vicinity of the 

proposed tower location is 69’. The proposed tower is more than double the height of the 

average trees in the vicinity of the tower.  

15. The Mendon Telecommunications Bylaws prohibit the construction or installation of any 

wireless telecommunications tower or facility without a conditional use permit first being 

obtained from the Mendon Zoning Board of Adjustment. A T & T has indicated that it 

does not intend to apply for a conditional use permit from the Mendon Zoning Board of 

Adjustment. 

16. The Mendon Telecommunications Bylaws require access roads to “follow the contour of 

the land.” The proposed access road does not follow the contour of the land. 

17. The Mendon Telecommunications Bylaws require towers to be designed “to avoid having 

an undue adverse aesthetic impact on prominent ridgelines and hilltops”.  In the event a 

proposed tower has undue adverse aesthetic impacts, the Mendon Zoning Board of 



 
Adjustment may designate an alternative location for the tower to be evaluated by the 

applicant. 

18. The Mendon Telecommunications Bylaws permit the Mendon Zoning Board of 

Adjustment to restrict the size and height of the tower if the tower so restricted still has 

the capacity to function as reasonably required.  

19. A T & T indicated that by reducing the tower from 140’ to 80’, it would lose only 9% of 

the anticipated coverage, or roughly only 70 potential residential customers in Mendon 

and Chittenden. The additional height would presumably be used to add levels of cans to 

offer coverage for potential customers elsewhere.  

20. The proposed tower is located in the Mendon Ridgeline Overlay District. The purpose of 

the Ridgeline Overlay District is to “protect the unique visual and aesthetic qualities of 

those areas within Mendon’s Ridgeline Overlay District, especially those characterized 

by unbroken ridgetops and other significant focal points.”  Development in the Ridgeline 

Overlay District “shall not serve as a visual focal point.” The proposed tower does. 

Development in the Ridgeline Overlay District “shall not visually break the skyline”. The 

proposed tower does. Development in the Ridgeline Overlay District “shall be 

harmonious with the surrounding landscape”. The proposed tower is not. 

21. Mendon is in the Rutland Region. The proposed tower is not consistent with the Rutland 

Regional Plan’s provisions regarding wireless telephone and radio coverage. The Plan 

provides on page 194: “infrastructure should not have an undue adverse effect on local 

wildlife habitats or views on pristine ridgelines and peaks.”  The proposed tower unduly 

adversely impacts both local wildlife habitats and pristine ridgelines in Mendon. 

 

The meeting concluded at 8:30 PM.  J. Kennelly thanked everyone for participating.   

 

 

 


